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The beautiful Hyacinth Macaw  

welcoming the visitors to the 

San Diego Wild Animal Park 

This lion really wasn’t 

interested in visitors. 

A Cheetah sitting on the 

hood of the jeep 

Rhino taking a cool bath 

I have added an archive of all past editions of the Aperture. You can access this archive 

by clicking here. 

The Balloon Safari soaring 

over the park. You get a 

great view from this tethered 

balloon. 

Photo of a rhino as he snorts 

up a dust cloud. Photo taken 

with a Nikkor 70-300,, f/3.5-

5.6 VR lens from the moving 

tram. Photo exposure was 

1/750 at f8.0, ISO 200. 

Rainbow Lorikeet at the 

Lorikeet Landing Aviary. 

Flamingos at the lagoon One of the giraffes in the 

Journey into Africa part of 

the park 

A bird in the hand is 

worth two in the bush 

A few weeks ago I visited the San Diego Wild Animal Park with the family and I 

wanted to use my telephoto lens to see if I could get some good shots of the 
animals. It had been awhile since I had visited the park and I wanted to see what 

additions and modifications had taken place in the last few years. Much to my 
surprise the park had undergone some modifications and additions. They had added 
a Flightline, so you can whiz your way over the animals just like you would do in the 

Costa Rican rainforest and a Rolling Safari where you, along with a group of 
enthusiasts roll around the park on a Segway X2. 

 
You can still take the Balloon Safari over the wild animals, the Savannah Safari and 
a special Photo Caravan. We did not take the Photos Caravan, but I will surely do so 

next time. A bit on the expensive side the Photo Caravan takes about 20 people in 
an open stake truck right up to the animals where you can surely get some super 

great photos. You are elevated enough in the truck so the giraffes can eat out your 
hand. Of course if you need a chance to rest your feet there are the animal shows in 
the Benbough Amphitheater. 

 
There are shops where you can purchase a variety of items from t-shirts to carved 

animals. There are two specialty restaurants in the park where reservation are 
required. They are not cheap and they open at 6:30 pm. While there many other 

places to eat the cuisine is limited to fast food, beverages and ice cream. No doubt 
the kids will love it. 
 

The park is located in north San Diego County a few miles east Escondido. It is open 
every day of the year from 9:00 am to 8:00 pm. For a PDF version of the map of the 

park click here. It will take a few moments for the map to open in your browser as it 
is quite large, but you will see the location of the attractions quite clearly. 
 

We arrived at the park around 10:00 am on Father’s Day. The weather was perfect 
and since we had purchased out tickets on line we did not have to wait in any lines 

to enter the park. The first thing we saw on our way into the park was a beautiful 
Hyacinth Macaw perched on a branch and yelling at the guests as they walked past. 
The greatest distribution of Hyacinth Macaws is Brazil. They are among the largest 

parrots in world and have a beautiful blue plumage. I doing some research on this 
bird I found that the cost for one of these birds range from $7,000 to $12,000 and 

the price for a suitable cage at $2,000. And I thought my German Shepherds were 
expensive. Whatever, the bird was absolutely beautiful and I was glad I had my 

vibration reduction (VR) telephotos lens. 

I had decided to take my Nikon D300 rather than the more sophisticated D700 with 

me on this photo shoot. I knew its APS-C size DX sensor with a 1.5 crop factor the 
D300 would push the effective range of my Nikkor 70-300mm f/3.5-5.6 VR telephoto 

lens to 105-450mm for a 7x magnification. I tried to keep my aperture at f8.0 for 
reasonable depth of field and a shutter speed no less than 1/500th second. I let the 
variable ISO and the vibration reduction of the lens do the rest. The results were 

great. I had sharp, well exposed images even from the moving tram we rode through 
Journey Into Africa. 

 
The Journey into Africa tram is probably the most popular attraction in the park. It is 
included in you’re the $37.00 admission price. I strongly recommend that you get to 

the Simba Station as early as possible as the day progresses the queue gets longer. 
The Simba Station is quite a hike from the park entrance, but it’s worth it to get 

there as quickly as possible. You can then leisurely work your way back. I also 
recommend that you sit on the port side of the tram car as the trip is 
counterclockwise around the animals and this with give you the best viewing 

position. We arrived at the Simba Station around 11:00 and only had a 15 minute 
wait to board tram. I got the preferred port side seat and some great shots as we 

circuited the Giraffes, Rhinos and other African animals. 
 

Two other places where you can get some great shots are the Lagoon and Lorikeet 
Landing. At the Lagoon you will find waterfowl such as pelicans, cranes and 
flamingos all amounting to a ton of colorful photos. Lorikeet Landing is an aviary 

where you will find the beautiful and colorful Lorikeets. These birds are native to the 
Australasian Regions and are small to medium-sized arboreal parrots. The multi-

colored Rainbow Lorikeet was one of the species of parrots appearing in the first 
edition of The Parrots of the World and also in John Gould's lithographs of the Birds 
of Australia. Then and now, lories and lorikeets are described as some of the most 

beautiful species of parrot. I got some great shots of Lorikeets with my Nikkor 18-
200mm f/3.5-5.6 VR lens. Since I was able to get close to the birds I did not need 

the longer telephoto lens. I could have stayed with the Lorikeets for a longer time, 
but we needed to keep moving. Rainbow Lorikeets sell from $400 to $600 dollars. 
Beautiful as they are, they are very messy pets. One of my goals while I am in Costa 

Rica and Panama this September is to get some good shots of these tropical and 
colorful birds. 

 
You can’t possibly cover the entire park in one day. You need at least two days to 
see everything. If you are not a fan of hiking I recommend you take the private tram 

tour or the Rolling Safari to get around the entire park. We spent about six hours 
walking around the central portion of the park with 30 minutes for the animal show 

in the Benbough Amphitheater. The highlight of the show was the cheetah. At the 
end of the show the handler had the cheetah perched on the hood of a jeep. 
Unfortunately, due to the press of the crowd, I did not get close enough for a good 

shot of the cat. 

I found the Wild Animal Park to be a great place to get some good photos of wild animals in their simulated native 

environment. The next time I go to the park I think I will take the Photo Caravan so I can get some better close 
up shots of the animals. 

 
For a gallery of some great photos of the San Diego Wild Animal Park please click here. 

Below are a few photos of the animals you will see at the San Diego Wild Animal Park. For a larger selection of 

photos please click here. Click on any photo to see a larger image. When the image opens in your browser roll 
your mouse over the upper right hand corner of the image and a window will open showing the camera, lens and 

shooting information. 

The Lagoon A Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

performing for the park ranger 
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