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“Our defense is in the preservation of the spirit which prizes liberty as a heritage of all men, in 

all lands, everywhere. Destroy this spirit and you have planted the seeds of despotism around 

your own doors." — Abraham Lincoln. 

Restored 1930’s filling 

station Ogallala, NE 

Day Seven: Ogallala Nebraska to – Green River, Wyoming - 232 Miles. 

We arose to a great sunrise in Ogallala ready to venture westward on the Lincoln Highway in 

Cornhusker State and then on to the Cowboy State, Wyoming.  

Before we left Ogallala we went stopped at the restored 1930’s filling 

station, now a visitor’s center to take a few photos. Ogallala is a city in 

Keith County, Nebraska. The population was 4,737 at the 2010 census. 

In the days of the Nebraska Territory, the city was a stop on the Pony 

Express and later along the transcontinental railroad. The Ogallala 

Aquifer was named after the city. About 27 percent of the irrigated 

land in the United States overlies this aquifer system, which yields 

about 30 percent of the nation's ground water used for irrigation. In 

addition, the aquifer system provides drinking water to 82 percent of 

the people who live within the aquifer boundary.  

Ogallala first gained fame as a terminus for cattle drives that traveled 

from Texas to the Union Pacific railhead located there. These trails are 

known as the Western or Great Western trails. The Union Pacific 

Railroad reached Ogallala on May 24, 1867. The city itself was not laid 

out until 1875 and not incorporated until 1930.  

As this was Sunday the traffic was very light and the weather was just about perfect. The tem-

perature was in the mid-70s and the sky was crystal clear. Our next photo stop was in Big 

Springs and the historic Phelps Hotel. The Phelps Hotel was built in 1885 by the Edwin A. 

Phelps family, who were among the first settlers in the Big Springs area. Also known as the 

"House of Three Chimneys," the hotel was the most important nineteenth-century landmark in 

Deuel County. It served as a house of worship when church services were held there, and it 

became the center of community activities and a haven for early homesteaders, travelers, and 

pioneers. The hotel is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  
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Parked in Chappell, Nebraska while 

Kathy negotiates with SiriusXM. Note 

the black Ford Expedition on the right 

side of the road. 

Back on the road again on a beautiful 

day in western Nebraska 

The Phelps Hotel currently has six 

rooms that are available to tourists.  

Big Springs has a population of 125, and derives its name 

from a large spring from which the Union Pacific Railway. 

draws water. The village is located in the south eastern 

part of Deuel County one of the new counties recently 

established; being the eastern part of what was formerly 

Cheyenne County. Big Springs at present is contesting for 

the county seat and hopes are expressed of its success in 

obtaining it. The surrounding country is best adapted to 

livestock grazing and a series of bluffs surround the place 

affording splendid shelter.  

As we were driving along the Lincoln Highway on this 

beautiful morning listing to our SiriusXM radio and waiting 

for the NFL games to begin we were flashed a message on 

the radio dial to call SiriusXM at the number indicated and 

the radio went off the air. How disappointing. Evidently the 

trial period for SiriusXM had expired and we needed to buy 

a subscription.  

We pulled over in Chappell, Nebraska and Kathy called 

SiriusXM while I got out of the vehicle to take a few 

pictures. While I was taking the photos Kathy was able to 

negotiate a 30-day subscription for the $15.00. The 

customer service representative told us that as we already 

had an account we could cancel his monthly subscription 

when we turned in the rental car, which we did. After our 

little stop to take pictures and get our satellite radio 

working again we were back on the road again ready to 

enjoy the scenery and listen to the football games. All was 

right with the world again. 

Chappell is located on the Union Pacific Railway, 15 miles 

northwest of Julesburg, Colorado and is the county-seat of 

Deuel County, recently established, being the eastern part 

of what was formerly Cheyenne County. It is located in the 

southwestern portion of the county. The surrounding 

country is well settled, and is best adapted for cattle 

ranching. Steps have been taken to irrigate the table 

lands, surveys for a ditch having already been made, and 

it is expected that ground will be broken at a very early date. The town has a population of 

250.  

The next town we passed through was Sidney. Sidney is located in Cheyenne County, Nebraska 

and is the county seat. The population was 6,282 at the 2000 census.  The city was named for 

Sidney Dillon, a railroad attorney. It was founded in 1867 by the Union Pacific and grew up 

around the military base of Fort Sidney (also known as Sidney Barracks), where soldiers were 

stationed to guard the transcontinental railroad from potential Indian attacks.  
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Crossing the Nebraska-

Wyoming State Line on the Lin-

coln Highway 

T/A Truck Stop off I-80 

The town became the southern terminus of the Sidney Black Hills Stage Road which used 

Clarke's Bridge (near Bridgeport, Nebraska) to allow military and civilian traffic to reach Fort 

Robinson, Red Cloud Agency, Spotted Tail Agency, Custer, South Dakota, and Deadwood, 

South Dakota in the late 1870s and 1880s. 

We were now traveling the Lincoln Highway 1928 route (US 30) squeezed in between I-80 on 

the south and the Union Pacific Railway on the north. In some cases were only 100 yards from 

I-80. We were still passing through corn fields and grain silos as we approached the Wyoming 

State Line.  

The Lincoln Highway from Ogallala Nebraska to Green River, Wyoming 

The first town we passed through in Wyoming was Pine Bluffs, at 

town of 1,500 people. Pine Bluffs is in Laramie County and it is 

here that the Lincoln Highway became a service road for I-80 

and US 30 merged with the Interstate. We now had to drive I-80 

for a while as the Lincoln Highway was a mere service road for 

the Interstate.  

It was now time for some lunch so we pulled into a Transit 

America truck stop and the Buck Horn Restaurant just off 

Interstate 80 for a bite to eat. One of the things I enjoy while 

driving the interstates are these big truck stops with their fast 

food joints, restaurants, stores, and off course fuel and auto 

services. If you want to get a taste of “fly-over country” just 

spend some time at one of the big truck stops and watch the 

truckers and the people traveling the rural interstates. It’s really 

a cultural experience. 

After lunch we would flow with the big rigs along I-80 to Green 

River. The Lincoln Highway and the little towns and farms it 

passed though were pretty much history.  
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Sinclair Oil Refinery, Sinclair, 

Wyoming 

Memorial plaque to Henry Bourne 

Joy at the Continental Divide near 

Rawlins, WY  

Several miles west of our lunch stop we got of I-80 on to 

Wyoming 76 to see the giant Sinclair Oil Refinery in Sinclair, 

Wyoming. Sinclair is a town in Carbon County, Wyoming. The 

town was originally called Parco, after the Producers & Refiners 

Corporation (or PARCO) which founded the refinery and the 

company town. It was renamed Sinclair after PARCO was 

acquired during the Great Depression by Sinclair Consolidated 

Oil Corporation. The original refinery, located in the center of the 

town, remains in use to this day. Sinclair's population was 423 

at the 2000 census and stands at an elevation of 6,592 feet.  

The main street in this little town (SR 76) is named Lincoln Avenue and my guess is that it was 

once a part of the Lincoln Highway alignment back in the day. If you follow Lincoln Avenue 

west you will wind up right back on I-80.  

Our last stop this day would be the Continental Divide a few 

miles west of Sinclair. The elevation of this divide between the 

watersheds of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans is about 7,195 

feet at the Henry Joy Memorial. There was no sign indicating 

the elevation and the elevation I am using was determined by 

the GPS unit on my camera.  

We exited I-80 and took the service road up to the Henry 

Borne Joy Memorial overlooking I-80 and the Lincoln Highway. 

(In the photo you can see I-80 with the adjacent service road 

to the south. The service road is the Lincoln Highway).  

This memorial stands at the original location of the Henry Joy 

Lincoln Highway Monument. The original Joy Monument was 

moved to the I-80 Summit Rest Area east of Laramie in 2001 

to protect it from increasing vandalism at this remote location. 

The new location is within sight of the highest point on the 

3,500 mile coast-to-coast route of the original Lincoln Highway. 

It was growing late and getting dark so we rejoined I-80 and 

made our way to Green River, Wyoming for the night.  

The western two thirds of Wyoming is covered mostly with the 

mountain ranges and rangelands in the foothills of the Eastern 

Rocky Mountains,  

Crossing the Continental Divide 

near Rawlins, WY  

while the eastern third of the state is high elevation prairie known as the High Plains. It is the 

least populous U.S. state, with a U.S. Census population of 563,626 in 2010. Cheyenne is the 

capital and the most populous city of Wyoming with a population of nearly 60,000 people.  

Wyoming's borders are lines of latitude, 41°N and 45°N, and longitude, 104°3'W and 111°3'W 

making the shape of the state a latitude-longitude quadrangle. Wyoming is one of only three 

states (along with Colorado and Utah) to have borders along only straight latitudinal and 

longitudinal lines, rather than being defined by natural landmarks . 
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Wyoming is bordered on the north by Montana, on the east by South Dakota and Nebraska, on 

the south by Colorado, on the southwest by Utah, and on the west by Idaho. It is the tenth 

largest state in the United States in total area, containing 97,818 square miles and is made up 

of 23 counties. From the north border to the south border it is 276 miles and from the east to 

the west border is 365 miles at its south end and 342 miles at the north end.  

More than 48% of the land in Wyoming is owned by the U.S. Government, leading Wyoming to 

rank sixth in the U.S. in total acres and fifth in percentage of a state's land owned by the 

Federal government. This amounts to about 30,099,430 acres owned and managed by the U.S. 

Government. The state government owns an additional 6% of all Wyoming lands, or another 

3,864,800 acres.  

The vast majority of this government land is managed by the Bureau of Land Management and 

U.S. Forest Service in numerous National Forests, a National Grassland, and a number of vast 

swaths of public land. In addition, Wyoming contains areas that are under the management of 

the National Park Service and other agencies. They include: Yellowstone National Park, Grand 

Teton National Park, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area, Devils Tower National 

Monument (of Close Encounters of the Third Kind fame), and Flaming Gorge National Recreation 

Area. Coal: Wyoming produced 395 million of coal in 2004 and is the number one producer of 

coal in the U.S. The Major coal areas include the Powder River Basin and the Green River Basin 

This is why we saw all of those Union Pacific trains loaded with coal as we were driving the 

Lincoln Highway in Iowa and Nebraska. (You can read more about Wyoming by clicking here).  

Green River is located in the Flaming Gorge Recreational Area. The city was incorporated in 

1868 in what was then the Dakota Territory. It was the starting point from which John Wesley 

Powell started his famous expeditions of the Green River, the Colorado River, and the Grand 

Canyon in the late 1800s. Green River was originally supposed to be the site of a division point 

for the Union Pacific Railroad, but when the railroad finally reached the point, officials were 

surprised to find that a city had already been established there. They moved the division point 

12 miles west to Bryan, Wyoming.  

At the time of its incorporation in 1868, Green River had about 2,000 residents (11,800 in 

2000) and permanent adobe buildings were being built. However, when the division point of the 

railroad was moved west, the city shrank to a mere 101 residents. Just when the city was on 

the verge of shriveling up, the Black's Fork dried up during a drought and the railroad was 

forced to move the division point back to Green River. The town was officially incorporated on 

May 5, 1891. The city is known as being one of the first in the United States to ban door-to-

door solicitation.  

For you sports fans it is notable that the famous broadcaster Curt Gowdy was born and raised 

in Green River. It you ever heard him broadcast a college football game he would talk about the 

famous Jaclalope, a fictional rabbit with antelope horns.  

When we arrived at the Super-8 Motel in Green River we once again asked the desk clerk to a 

recommendation for a place to eat. He thought for a moment and then told us to try Penny’s 

Diner, about a mile north on Flaming Gorge Way.  
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Being leery of the recommendation we got in Ogallala the previous night we ventured out to the 

diner. We were more than pleasantly surprised when we arrived at the diner. Penny’s Diner is a 

replica of a 1940’s diner, resembling a railroad dining car, with its stainless steel exterior and 

neon signs. The service and food were great and the prices were amazingly low. This time we 

hit a home run.  

The next installment of our road trip along the Lincoln Highway will take us from Green River 

to .Wendover, Utah, the site of the famous World War II Army Air Corps training field. We will 

continue on in Wyoming and cross into Utah. Stop at Little America, skirt Salt Lake City and 

follow the Lincoln Highway along the south shore of the Great Salt Lake passing the famous 

Bonneville Salt Flats.  
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Traveling west along the Lincoln Highway west of Big Springs, 

Nebraska 

My favorite picture of the day. The photo was taken with a Nikon COOLPIX P6000, 24 

mm, 1/250 sec at f6.2,  ISO 64  
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You can view a complete gallery of all the photos I took while traveling the Lincoln 

Highway by clicking here.  When you view one of the photos and it has a hyperlink 

(shown in red) under the caption you can click on it to open a Google Map showing 

the exact location where the photo was taken. When traveling, I always use a GPS 

attachment on my Nikon cameras so I can document the position of each photo. 

If you are having problems viewing this page or the graphics please 

Click Here to view it in your browser or to visit our Photographic Blog 

Click Here. To view my Galleries of Geo-referenced photos from 

around the world Click Here. To view additional galleries Click Here.  

Control (Ctrl) Click on any Photo or Link to open a full-size image in a 

new window or tab. 

You can access an archive of all past editions of the 

Aperture by clicking here. 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? Email us at fhenstridge@henstridgephotography.com  or call 951-679-3530  

To view as a Web Page Click Here.  Please visit our Web Site at http://henstridgephotography.com.  
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