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The Lincoln Highway—Part 9 

“Our defense is in the preservation of the spirit which prizes liberty as a heritage of all men, in 

all lands, everywhere. Destroy this spirit and you have planted the seeds of despotism around 

your own doors." — Abraham Lincoln. 

Days Eight and Nine: Green River, Wyoming to Reno, Nevada - 774 Miles  

Buffalo at the Little America 

truck stop on I-80 

After a good dinner at Penny’s Diner and a good night’s rest we departed Green River the next 
morning and headed towards Salt Lake City on I-80. In this section of Wyoming and crossing 
into Utah the Lincoln Highway is mostly covered by I-80.  
 
About 20 miles west of Green River we came to Little America. This Little America is not the 
one in Antarctica, but a giant truck stop and motel complex right off I-80. Little America is a 
census-designated place in Sweetwater County, Wyoming. The population was 56 at the 2000 
census. The community got its name from the Little America motel which was purposefully 

located in a remote location as a haven, not unlike the base camp the polar explorer Richard 
Evelyn Byrd set up in the Antarctic in 1928. 

Little America was originally located at the junction where the 
Lincoln Highway broke to south towards Salt Lake City and where 
US 30 headed northwest towards its terminus in Astoria, Oregon. 
In 1970 the original Little America burned down and the complex 
was rebuilt at its present location on Interstate 80. 
 
The complex consists of a truck stop, restaurant, trading post, 
motel, and recreation area. When we arrived the sun was just 
coming up and the entire complex was bathed in the rich warm 
light of the sunrise. We toured the complex, took photos, got 
some coffee, and were back on the road again. 

A few miles west along I-80 we exited at US 30 and tried to locate the original site of Little 
America on Old Little America Road. We searched the area and I think we found the site. It is 
now nothing but an empty field stretching into the prairie.  
 
After tramping around on a cold morning searching for the original site of Little America we 
jumped back on I-80 and headed for Utah and the Great Salt Lake.  
 
As we approached the Utah State Line, near Fort Bridger, Wyoming, we noticed a wind farm in 
the distance. This turned out to be a fairly large wind farm, similar to what you see along I-10 
near Palm Springs, California  
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Utah Welcome Center at a rest stop 

on I-80 

Site of old Pony Express Station 

near Park City, UT 

The Lincoln Highway from Green River. Wyoming to Wendover, Utah 

Interstate 80 follows the route of the Pony Express in this section of Wyoming and Utah as it 
winds through the mountains.  
 
After crossing the Utah State Line we stopped at the Welcome to Utah Information Center 
located in a rest area on I-80. These rest areas along the interstate highways in Utah are great. 
They are attractive, clean, and safe. They are always located in an areas surrounded by 
magnificent scenery.  

Our next stop was the Park City, Utah Information Center to 
inquire if we could get a map to locate the Snyder’s Pony 
Express Station. The folks in the information center were kind 
enough to provide us a map and directions to the pony 
express station that was now located on private property.  
 
We followed the map and directions given us at the 
information center and came to a gate. We could see a 
Lincoln Highway marker on a barn so we stopped. There was 
a worker at the gate who evidently was an employee of the 
ranch so we asked him if we could go back and check for the 
pony express station. He did not speak English very well and 
told us the owners were not here and would not be back for 
several days and that we should come back and talk with 
them. Believing it was useless to continue we took a photo of 
the barn with the LH marker and continued towards Salt Lake 
City. So much for Snyder’s Pony Express Station.  
 
We bypassed Salt Lake City, but stop for some lunch in the 
vicinity of the Salt Lake Airport at Perkins Café and 
Restaurant. After a quick lunch we were back on I-80 
following the south shore of the Great Salt Lake. We stopped 
at the Saltair Resort to take a photo of the giant Kennecott 
Copper Smelting Plant smokestack . 
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The 1,215 foot high smokestack of the 

Kennecott Copper Smelting plant 

Saltair Resort on the shore of the Great 

Salt Lake, Utah 

This 1,250 foot high smokestack with its 120 foot 
diameter base is the tallest free-standing structure west 
of the Mississippi River, and the fourth tallest smokestack 

in the world. 
 
The first Saltair, completed in 1893, was jointly owned 
by a corporation associated with The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Los Angeles and Salt 
Lake Railroad Company, which was constructed for the 
express purpose of serving the resort. Saltair was not the 
first resort built on the shores of the Great Salt Lake, but 
was the most successful ever built. It rested on over 
2,000 posts and pilings, many of which remain and are 
still visible over 110 years later. 
 
Saltair was a family place, intended to provide a safe and 

wholesome atmosphere with the open supervision of 
Church leaders. While some of the other resorts in the 
area were seen as "spiritually bleak," a young courting 
Mormon couple could visit Saltair without worrying about 
gossip. Trains left from Salt Lake City every 45 minutes, 
and so long as the boy got the girl home at a reasonable 
time after the train arrived, parents weren't worried – in 
part because, from the moment of arriving at the station 
before the outing until they left the station coming home, 
they were usually never out of sight of trusted members 
of the community.  

More than once, a couple on the way home found themselves in the same car as their parents, 

who themselves had been dancing at Saltair. 
 
The first Saltair pavilion and a few other buildings were destroyed by fire on April 22, 1925. A 
new pavilion was built and the resort was expanded at the same location by new investors 
(again, mostly prominent Mormons), but several factors prevented the second Saltair from 
achieving the success of its ancestor. The advent of motion pictures and radio, the Great 
Depression, and the interruption of the "go to Saltair" routine kept people closer to home. With 
a huge new dance floor – the world's largest at the time – Saltair became more known as a 
dance palace, the amusement park becoming secondary to the great traveling bands of the 
day, such as Glenn Miller. Though Saltair showed motion pictures, there were other theaters 
more convenient to town. 
 

Saltair thus had to survive solely against strong competition, and in a dwindling market. 

Disaster struck in 1931, in the form of a fire which caused over $100,000 in damage, then 

again in 1933 as the resort was left high and dry when lake waters receded (forcing the 

construction of a miniature railway to carry swimmers between the resort and the water). 

Saltair was forced to close during the Second World War, which forced the rationing of fuel and 

other resources while it took many of the resort's paying customers – and vital employees – 

out of Utah. Reopening after the war, the resort found the same situation that it had faced in 

the 1930s. There were so many other entertainment options, closer to home, and the public 

was no longer in the habit of going "all the way out there." The resort closed in 1958, causing 

the railroad to cease passenger operations at the same time. 
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The Bonneville Salt Flats east of 

Wendover, UT 

Walkers on the Bonneville Salt Flats 

Attempts over the next decade to breathe new life into the resort finally ended in November 
1970, when an arson fire was set in the center of the wooden dance floor, completely 
destroying Saltair. 

 
Proximity to Interstate Highway 80, plus new population expansion into the Tooele Valley and 
the western Salt Lake Valley, prompted the construction of a new Saltair (Saltair III) in 1981. 
The new pavilion was constructed out of a salvaged Air Force aircraft hangar and was located 
approximately a mile west of the original. Once again the lake was a problem, this time flooding 
the new resort only months after it opened. The waters again receded after several years, and 
again new investors restored and repaired and planned, only to discover that the waters 
continued to move away from the site, again leaving it high and dry. 
 
Concerts and other events have been held at the newest facility, but by the end of the 1990s, 
Saltair was little more than a memory, too small to compete with larger venues which are 
closer to the public. While there is occasionally activity now and then, through most of the early 
twenty-first century, the third Saltair was all but abandoned. In 2005 several investors from the 

music industry pooled together to purchase the building and are now holding regular concerts 
there. 

Now we had a desolate stretch of I-80 to cross on our 
way to Wendover at the Utah-Nevada State line. The only 
point of interest along the way was the world famous 
Bonneville Salt Flats. The Bonneville Salt Flats is a 
densely-packed salt pan in northwestern Utah that is a 
remnant of the Pleistocene Lake Bonneville. It is the 
largest of many salt flats located west of the Great Salt 
Lake, is public land managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management, and is known for land speed records at the 
"Bonneville Speedway.  
 
Geologist Grove Karl Gilbert named the area after 
Benjamin Bonneville, a U.S. Army officer who explored 
the Intermountain West in the 1830s. In 1907 Bill Rishel 
and two local businessmen tested the suitability of the 
salt for driving on by taking a Pierce Arrow onto the 
surface of the flats. A railway line across the Bonneville 
Salt Flats was completed in 1910, marking the first 
permanent crossing. 
 
At first as we were driving by the Salt Flats I thought it 
was iced over water. But, once we arrived at the rest 
area and walked down to the edge of the flat I realized it 
was salt and then I saw the people walking on the flat 
and knew it was not water. 

When we reached Wendover, Utah and after we checked into our hotel we drove out to 
Wendover Field the old Army Air Corps Base. During World War II it was a training base for B-
17 and B-24 bomber crews. It was the training site of the 509th Composite Group, the B-29 
unit which dropped the Hiroshima and Nagasaki atomic bombs. In 2009, a hangar at the base 
dubbed The Manhattan Project's Enola Gay Hangar was listed as one of the most endangered 
historic sites in the U.S.  
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The crew of the Enola Gay 

The Roger the Lodger II going down over 

the North Sea, October 9, 1943. 

After the war, Wendover was used for training 
exercises, gunnery range and as a research facility. It 
was closed by the Air Force in 1969, and the base was 

given to Wendover City in 1977. Tooele County 
assumed ownership of the airport and base buildings in 
1998, and the County continues to operate the airfield 
as a public airport and there is a small museum 
dedicated to the young men who flew those bombers 
over Germany and Japan in WWII. A portion of the 
original bombing range is now the Utah Test and 
Training Range (UTTR) which is used extensively by the 
Air Force with live fire targets on the range.  
 
I also wanted to visit this field for a more personal 
reason. My uncle and a very good friend both trained on 
B-17s at Wendover during WWII. My friend and one of 

my mentors, while working for the California Division of 
Highways as a fledgling surveyor and highway engineer, 
was Thomas Striebich, a bombardier on a B-17 in the 
8th Air force. Tom trained at Wendover and flew 17-1/2 
missions over Germany in WWII. His plane was shot 
down by German anti-aircraft on September 6, 1943 fire 
over Mannheim, Germany. He spent the remainder of 
the war in a German POW camp. 
 
The most remarkable part of Tom’s experience with the 
95th Bombardment Group, 412th Squadron was he was 
alive at all. Tom was a member of 1st Lt. Ralph W 
Eherts’ crew assigned the Rodger the Lodger II aircraft. 
Just before his 17th mission he was transferred to 
another aircraft, the Cuddle Cat, as a replacement for a 
bombardier who had taken ill. Several days later on 
October 9, 1943 the 'Roger the Lodger II' crashed due 
to mid-air explosion over the North Sea on its way back 
to Horham Air force Base in England with all hands lost. 
Tom believed that his transfer was an act of God saving 
him for something else in his life.  

The Cuddle Cat. Shot down over 

Mannheim, Germany, September 6, 1943 

Had he remained with Roger the Lodger II he would have died in the North Sea rather than 
surviving the war in a German POW camp. Tom died on December 29, 1992. He was 72 years 
old.  
 
The museum contains exhibits and memorabilia of the WW II flyers who trained here. There is 
a detailed model of the Enola Gay, a diorama of the base as it was in 1943, and a model of the 
atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima. There were other interesting structures and buildings 
around the base including the original control tower.  
 
After touring the base we headed for the Montego Bay Casino just over the Nevada State line in 
West Wendover for a great buffet dinner. After diner Kathy did some gambling and watched 
football game in the sports bar.  
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The Great Basin 

The next day we were going to traverse he most 
desolate section of the Lincoln Highway from 
Wendover to Reno. We would turn south and follow 

US 93 through the Great Basin. The Great Basin's 
two most populous metropolitan areas are Reno to 
the west and Salt Lake City on the east side. The 
area between these two cities is sparsely 
populated, but includes the smaller cities of Delta, 
Elko, Ely, Tonopah, Wendover, West Wendover, 
and Winnemucca. The southern area of the basin 
has the communities of Palmdale, Victorville, and 
Palm Springs. Major roadways traversing the Great 
Basin include Interstate 80, Interstate 15, U.S. 
Route 6, U.S. Route 50, U.S. Route 93, U.S. Route 
95 and U.S. Route 395, with the Nevada section of 
U.S. Route 50 nicknamed "The Loneliest Road in 

America.‖  
 
The Lincoln Highway in Nevada was mainly old 
stagecoach and freight wagon trails. The LHA 
donated funds to Nevada hoping to improve the 
roads so they would be more suitable for 
automobile travel. That State of Nevada used 
Lincoln Highway funds as well as local, state and 
federal dollars to build the Lincoln Highway through 
Nevada. 

The Lincoln Highway Cutoff 

The Lincoln Highway Association favored the route south of Wendover between Dugway and 
Gold Hill as a cutoff across the Great Salt Flats. This route became known as the Cutoff, due to 
a donation by the Goodyear Tire Company. Greatly underfunded it was never completed.  
 
The State of Utah preferred the Victory Highway route to Wendover. This route basically follows 
today’s Interstate 80 to Reno and then to Sacramento. Using federal road money the Wendover 
Cutoff was built in 1925.  

Lincoln Highway Cutoff 
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In 1927, when the original Lincoln Highway Association was closing its doors and wanted to 
have a complete coast-to-coast highway a compromise was worked out. This compromise 
included building a road between West Wendover and Ely, Nevada that linked the Victory 

Highway with the Lincoln Highway. This compromise route is today’s US 93A and US93. 
 

We followed US 93A and 93 for several hours and saw almost nothing except the Great Basin 

topography. The highway was good and for the most part straight as an arrow with very few 

cars or trucks. There were no Lincoln Highway landmarks and very few houses. Occasional we 

would pass a road leading off to a ranch or mine.  

When we reached Ely, Nevada we were astounded at the size of the city in the middle of this 
desolate country. Ely was founded as a stagecoach station along the Pony Express and Central 
Overland Route. Ely's mining boom came later than the other towns along US 50, with the 
discovery of copper in 1906. This made Ely a mining town, suffering through the boom-and-
bust cycles so common in the West. Originally, Ely was home to a number of copper mining 
companies, Kennecott being the most famous. With a crash in the copper market in the mid-
1970s, Kennecott shut down and copper mining temporarily disappeared.  
 
With the advent of cyanide heap leaching—a method of extracting gold from what was 
previously considered very low-grade ore—the next boom was on. Many companies processed 
the massive piles of "overburden" that had been removed from copper mines, or expanded the 
existing open-pit mines to extract the gold ore. Gold mines as widespread as the Robinson 
project near Ruth, and AmSelco's Alligator Ridge mine 65 miles (105 km) from Ely, kept the 
town alive during the 1980s and 1990s, until the recent revival of copper mining. 
 
As Kennecott's smelter was demolished, copper concentrate from the mine is now shipped by 
rail to Seattle, where it is transported to Japan for smelting. The dramatic increase in demand 
for copper in 2005 has once again made Ely a copper boom town. As of the 2010 census, the 
population was 4,255. 
 
At Ely we stopped at a McDonalds to use the restrooms and get some coffee for our next leg of 
the trip. At Ely we turned onto US 50, the Lincoln Highway leading to Reno. For the remainder 
of the day we would be following US 50, the ―The Loneliest Road in America.‖ 

The Lincoln Highway from the Ely, Nevada to Reno 

http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h31638018#h31638018
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h364ba0d9#h364ba0d9
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h2c51a6f0#h2c51a6f0
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h2b9ab3c5#h2b9ab3c5
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h32d957f7#h32d957f7


Volume 4, No. 11 The Lincoln Highway—Part 9 Page 8 

The Aperture Newsletter—The Lincoln Highway—Part 9 

The moniker ―Loneliest Road‖ fits the section of the Lincoln 
Highway very well. The road passes through flat desert 
lands, climbs to mountain summits, and goes through few 

towns. We did, however, pass several road construction 
areas where there was resurfacing taking place and we had 
to wait 15 or 20 minutes for the construction ―follow me‖ 
vehicle to escort us through the construction site. 
 
The highway was well marked with Lincoln Highway road 
signs and after passing through Eureka we found one of the 
original Lincoln Highway 1928 concrete markers placed by 
the boy scouts.  
 
As we approached Austin we were climbing into the 
mountains and the desert dullness turned into pretty 
mountain scenery with pines and yellow aspens.  

 
As we reached Austin we were now looking for a place to 
eat lunch. We spotted a place that looked good so we 
pulled into the Toiyabe Café. As we were walking into the 
café we passed a couple walking out and the fellow 
exclaimed to us that the food was great, especially the chili 
burger. This made us feel better about our choice.  

1928 Lincoln Highway marker near 

Austin, Nevada 

The café was run by two women and the food, atmosphere, service, and prices were great. 
Austin is a small, unincorporated community located in Lander County, Nevada. As of 2004, its 
population was approximately 340. It is located on the western slopes of the Toiyabe Range at 
an elevation of 6,605 feet U.S. Route 50 (Lincoln Highway) passes through the center of the 
town. 
 
Named for Austin, Texas, Austin was founded in 1862, as part of a silver rush reputedly 
triggered by a Pony Express horse that kicked over a rock. By summer 1863, the Austin and 
the surrounding Reese River Mining District had a population of over 10,000, and it became the 
county seat of Lander County. In 1864, the town launched Reuel Colt Gridley's impromptu 
fundraising drive that raised over $250,000 for wounded Civil War veterans, by repeatedly 
auctioning a sack of flour. 
 
The Nevada Central Railroad was built to connect Austin with the transcontinental railroad at 
Battle Mountain in 1880. However, by that time the boom was almost over. Major silver 
production ended by 1887, although there was a slight revival in the 1910s. In the mid-1950s 
there was a great deal of interest in uranium deposits in the area, but the ore proved to be of 
low quality. Gold and silver mining has continued in the area sporadically and at generally low 

levels of production. High quality turquoise is still mined in the area in small quantities. This 
active turquoise mining, together with several shops that manufacture jewelry from local 
turquoise, have made Austin a sort of Nevada Turquoise mecca.  
 
After our good lunch at the Toiyabe Café we were back on the Loneliest Road in America again 
heading for Reno. Once again we were climbing summits and passing through flat desert lands. 
 
Our final stop on today’s journey was at the Middlegate Pony Express Station near Fallon, 
Nevada.   

http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h25992ff8#h25992ff8
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h25992ff8#h25992ff8
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h34cfcf9e#h34cfcf9e
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h2bb8bb77#h2bb8bb77
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h2bb8bb77#h2bb8bb77
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h329fac44#h329fac44
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h286a5056#h286a5056
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h286a5056#h286a5056
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h2e4906ba#h2e4906ba
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h34726472#h34726472
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h2410fbc5#h2410fbc5
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h286c19a1#h286c19a1
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h31b673fe#h31b673fe
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h34726472#h34726472
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h3b3d93be#h3b3d93be
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h29be8415#h29be8415
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h3add43a4#h3add43a4
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h3d671260#h3d671260


Volume 4, No. 11 The Lincoln Highway—Part 9 Page 9 

The Aperture Newsletter—The Lincoln Highway—Part 9 

Back on the Lowliest Highway in 

America heading for Reno, Nevada 

Named by James Simpson in 1850, commissioned by the 
government to define the route west, he identified the cuts in 
the mountains as "gates". The gold rush increased traffic 

across the great desert and in 1859 the overland stage built 
Middlegate to service the stage & freight lines traveling across 
the country. The pony express used the Middlegate Station as 
a changing station during their short eighteen month history. 
At the end of the gold rush Middlegate fell into disuse and the 
ranchers and miners carried off many of the zeolite blocks 
used in the original construction. In 1942 Ida Ferguson 
bought the station at a BLM. land auction and started 
restoration, ten years later she opened a bar and cafe and 
enjoyed a bustling business on the historic Lincoln Highway) 
but in 1962 the state rerouted the highway and business 
suffered, lacking the funds to complete her dreams of 
restoration, Ida sold Middlegate and retired. The business 

changed hands several times; there were no phones, still no 
electricity, and fifty miles to town, a pretty rugged existence 
for most people. Then in 1984 the Stevenson’s purchased the 
property and with the help of Churchill County and restoration 
again resumed, it is still a work in progress, the artifacts were 
all found in the area, but nothing is for sale!  
 
The station includes a bar, restaurant, filling station, motel 
and artifacts from bygone days. The interior was dark, which 
was probably a good thing as the place is old and dusty. The 
air hung heavy with the smell of grease. Nearly every square 
millimeter of ceiling space was covered with dollar bills (and a 
few other currencies as well) signed by the patron who had 

stapled it there – several of the dates reached back into the 
1990s. At the far end of the bar was a mini-mart of sorts, 
selling Middlegate Station t-shirts and trucker caps, as well as 
road trip supplies for your Lonely Road journey. 
 
We filled up the tank, used the restroom, and wondered about 
taking photos. Then it was back on the road again heading for 
our motel in Reno.  
 
In our next part we will travel through some of the most 
magnificent scenery in country as we traverse the Lincoln 
Highway from Reno to Sacramento. We will pass through 
Truckee, California as we follow I-80 and US 40 through the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains to the capitol of California and our 
final destination on the Lincoln Highway. 

The entrance to the Middlegate 

Pony Express Station near Fallon, 

Nevada 

A relic of bygone days along the 

Lincoln Highway at the Middlegate 

Pony Express Station 
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My favorite picture of the day. The photo was taken with a Nikon D700 DSLR with a 

Nikkor 28-300mm f3.5-5.6 VR lens at 38mm at 1/180 sec at f/11.0, ISO 200 

A view to the east of the aspens through the pines from the Lincoln Highway 

near Austin, Nevada 

http://www.nikonusa.com/Nikon-Products/Product/Digital-SLR-Cameras/25444/D700.html
http://www.nikonusa.com/Nikon-Products/Product/Camera-Lenses/2191/AF-S-NIKKOR-28-300mm-f%252F3.5-5.6G-ED-VR.html
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h2410fbc5#h2410fbc5
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You can view a complete gallery of all the photos I took while traveling the Lincoln 

Highway by clicking here.  When you view one of the photos and it has a hyperlink 

(shown in red) under the caption you can click on it to open a Google Map showing 

the exact location where the photo was taken. When traveling, I always use a GPS 

attachment on my Nikon cameras so I can document the position of each photo. 

If you are having problems viewing this page or the graphics please 

Click Here to view it in your browser or to visit our Photographic Blog 

Click Here. To view my Galleries of Geo-referenced photos from 

around the world Click Here. To view additional galleries Click Here.  

Control (Ctrl) Click on any Photo or Link to open a full-size image in a 

new window or tab. 

You can access an archive of all past editions of the 

Aperture by clicking here. 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? Email us at fhenstridge@henstridgephotography.com  or call 951-679-3530  

To view as a Web Page Click Here.  Please visit our Web Site at http://henstridgephotography.com.  
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