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The Lincoln Highway—Part 10 

“In the end, it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your years.” — Abraham 

Lincoln. 

Day Ten: Reno, Nevada to Sacramento, California- 155 Miles. 

Idlewild Park, Reno, NV 

Today would be the final day of our Lincoln Highway Adventure. We would be traveling from 

Reno, Nevada to Sacramento, California. We did not have the time to follow the Lincoln High-

way to its terminus at Lincoln Park in San Francisco. This, we will have to postpone for another 

day.  

Our first stop as we left Reno was Idlewild Park in Reno. 

Idlewild Park was created in 1927 for the Transcontinental 

Highway Exposition celebrating the completion of both the 

Lincoln Highway and the Victory Highway. It is a very scenic 

park, but we could find no plaque or memorial to its creation. 

It was, however, a great place to take photos of the trees, 

dressed in autumn colors, reflecting on the placid waters of 

the lake. I was even fortunate enough to capture the 

reflection of a flock of birds flying over the lake.  

The Lincoln Highway from the Reno to Sacramento 
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Crystal Peak Toll Bridge over the 

Truckee River 

Lincoln Highway Marker at the 

Nevada State Museum on US 50 in 

Carson City, Nevada  

There are two routes for the Lincoln Highway in California. One route follows today’s US 50 

from Carson City, Nevada to Sacramento. It follows along the south shore of Lake Tahoe, 

crosses the 7,380 foot Echo Summit, turns west and runs through Placerville to Sacramento 

There is a replica of a 1928 Lincoln Highway Marker embedded in the wall of the Tortilla Flats 

Restaurant in Placerville.  

This is the section of the Lincoln Highway I covered in May, 

2011 during a trip to Lake Tahoe. We were not able to drive 

over Echo Summit due to a slide that had closed US 50, but 

we did drive the section from Lake Tahoe to Carson City and 

then east to Dayton, Nevada. We also traversed a portion of 

the northern route of the Lincoln Highway (Historic US 40) 

near Auburn, California.  

This trip we drove the northern alignment of the Lincoln 

Highway from Reno to Sacramento. This route follows 

Interstate 80 over the Sierra Nevada Mountains After 

exploring Idlewild Park in Reno we took I-80 to the little town 

of Verdi where we could drive a bit of the original 1913-15 

alignment. We then took this alignment into Dog Valley where 

we found the historic iron obelisk marking the California-

Nevada State Line. It was difficult to photograph the obelisk 

as it was totally encased within a chain link fence to protect it 

from vandals and souvenir hunters. It was interesting to 

stand on the survey monument in the center of the road 

marking the state line and look down the fence to the north 

and see that it not only marked the property owners 

boundary, but also the state line with California to the West 

(left) and Nevada to the East (right). 

 Detail at Dog Valley and the Iron Obelisk at the State Line 
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Restored Flying „A‟ filling station in 

Truckee, CA 

Along the way we crossed the old Crystal Peak Toll Bridge over the Truckee River. This present 
iron bridge was built to replace the 1867 bridge that was destroyed by a flood on the Truckee 
River in 1906. I can only assume that the original 1867 bridge was a part of the 1913-15 

alignment of the Lincoln Highway. 
 

We got back on I-80 and headed south to exit 190 where we got off and meandered south over 

a county road to Historic US 40. Here US 40 followed the 1928 alignment of the Lincoln 

Highway west to Truckee, California. Truckee is an incorporated town in Nevada County, 

California. The population was 16,180 at the 2010 census. The town's original name was 

Coburn Station, commemorating a saloon keeper.  

Truckee was named after a Paiute chief. His assumed Paiute 

name was Tru-ki-zo. The first Europeans who came to cross 

the Sierra Nevada encountered his tribe. The friendly Chief 

rode toward them yelling "Tro-kay!", which is Paiute for 

"Everything is all right". The unaware travelers assumed he 

was yelling his name. Chief Truckee later served as a guide 

for John C. Frémont.  

Both a source of settler pride and an example of hubris, The 

Donner Party ordeal is Truckee's most famous historical 

event.  

In 1846, a group of settlers from Illinois, originally known as the Donner-Reed Party but now 

usually referred to as The Donner Party, became snowbound in early fall as a result of several 

trail mishaps and poor decisions. Choosing multiple times on shortcuts to save distance 

compared to the traditional Oregon Trail, coupled with infighting, a disastrous crossing of the 

Utah salt flats, and the attempt to use the pass near the Truckee River (now Donner Pass) all 

caused delays in their journey. Finally, a massive, early blizzard brought the remaining settlers 

to a halt at the edge of what is now Donner Lake - about 1,200 feet below the steep granite 

summit of the Sierra Nevada mountains and 90 miles east of their destination, Sutter's Fort 

near Sacramento. Several attempts at carting their few remaining wagons, oxen, and supplies 

- sometimes by pulling them up by rope - over the summit proved impossible due to freezing 

conditions and a lack of any pre-existing trail. The party returned, broken in spirit and supplies, 

to the edge of Donner Lake. A portion of the camp also returned to the Alder Creek campsite a 

few miles to the east. What followed during the course of the brutal winter is a miserable story 

of starvation and an infamous resorting to cannibalism. Although 15 members had constructed 

makeshift snowshoes and set out for Sutter's Fort in the late fall, they were also thwarted by 

freezing weather and disorientation. Of them, only 7 survived with 6 having been cannibalized 

and 2 being lost or having escaped. The Truckee camps survivors were saved by a Reed Party 

member who had set out ahead as a result of being ejected from the party months earlier after 

killing a man in a fit of jealous rage. Seeing that his group never arrived at Sutter's Fort, he 

initiated several relief parties. Of the original 87 settlers, 48 remarkably survived the ordeal. 

The Donner Memorial State Park is dedicated to the settlers and is located at the East End of 

Donner Lake . 
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Rainbow Bridge near Donner 

Summit 

The Lincoln Highway (US 40)

skirting the shore of Donner Lake 

west of Truckee, CA 

Looking over Donner Lake from 

Donner Summit Lake Road (the 

Lincoln Highway) 

Truckee grew as a railroad town originally named Colburn Station, starting with the 

Transcontinental Railroad. The railroad goes into downtown Truckee and the Amtrak passenger 

lines still stop there on the services from Chicago to San Francisco. 

In 1886, the Chinese inhabitants, about 1,400 in number, were expelled from Truckee as part 

of a campaign that included a boycott of any business that did business with Chinese.  

Truckee grew as a railroad town originally named Colburn 

Station, starting with the Transcontinental Railroad. The 

railroad goes into downtown Truckee and the Amtrak 

passenger lines still stop there on the services from Chicago 

to San Francisco. 

In 1886, the Chinese inhabitants, about 1,400 in number, 

were expelled from Truckee as part of a campaign that 

included a boycott of any business that did business with 

Chinese.  

There was supposed to be a memorial marker for the Victory 

Highway, which was joined with the Lincoln Highway in this 

area, at the railway station. The station was undergoing 

serious repairs to the parking lot and when I inquired at the 

information center about the marker I was informed that it 

had been removed for safe keeping and was stored in a 

warehouse.  

We spent about an hour walking around Truckee taking 

photos and looking into the shops lining the highway. There 

was a nice restored Flying “A” service station that was now a 

sports shop. 

 

After spending about an hour in Truckee we made our way 

west along the Lincoln Highway (Donner Pass Road and 

Historic US 40) towards Donner Lake, the Donner Memorial 

State Park, and the 15th highest point on the Lincoln 

Highway at the Rainbow Bridge.  

We spent another hour or so visiting the Emigrant Trail 

Museum at the Donner State Park and walking about the 

trails reading the plaques telling us where the various 

member of the Donner Party were camped during that 

horrible winter of 1846-47. The museum was well very 

interesting and the exhibits were well done and informative.  

The only problem we had at the park was that there was a great deal of construction going on 

and the parking area was being totally reconstructed so we had to park along the highway and 

hike into the park.  
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The Lincoln Highway winding 

through the Sierra Nevada 

Mountains 

You can still see the original 

alignment marked by the 

dirt track next to the paved 

section. 

After visiting the Donner State Park we returned to Donner Pass Road for the last leg of our 

travels on the Lincoln Highway, the climb to Donner Summit and the Rainbow Bridge.  

This section of the Lincoln Highway climbs through the Sierra 

Nevada Mountains as it winds its way through numerous 

switch-back curves to the 7,135 foot Donner Summit. The 

drive was a bit treacherous, but the scenery was magnificent. 

We could see the Transcontinental Railroad track #1, Donner 

Summit Tunnel #6 (1,659 feet long) from the highway. This 

was the first use of nitro glycerin blasting. Two years in con-

struction. Opened in 1867, the tunnel is now abandoned. One 

of the interesting features of the tunnels is the Chinese wall 

connecting the two tunnels. The wall is actually a retaining 

wall made of piled stones that is still intact to this day.  

The Donner Summit Bridge (AKA Rainbow Bridge) was built in 

1928 and restored in 1998. At an elevation 7,088 feet it is the 15th 

highest point on the Lincoln Highway. The bridge blends beautifully 

with the surrounding landscape and makes a very dramatic photo.  

At the turn-out next to the bridge is an informational plaque 

describing the Lincoln Highway in this vicinity and instructing the 

viewer to look down where you can see the original alignment of 

the Lincoln Highway, now an impassable dirt trail. 

From Donner Summit we would make our way back to Interstate 

80 and head for Sacramento, the end of our ten-day trip along the 

Lincoln Highway.  

The Lincoln Highway at Donner Summit 
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We traveled 2,761 miles along the Lincoln Highway from York, Pennsylvania to Sacramento, 

California. We passed through 11 states including Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 

Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, and California. All of the ground we covered 

was in Middle America, the section of the country the elites on the coasts like to refer to as “fly-

over” county. We drove on mostly two lane highways and roads. Sometimes we were driving on 

dirt or gravel roads that represented the original alignment of the Lincoln Highway. We passed 

over sections of the 1913-15 and 1928-30 alignments and spent very little time on the 

Interstates. We saw small towns and cities, rural farms and the big farm lands of the mid-west. 

We saw the point of origin of the rectangular land system in the United States, unique tourist 

attractions like the World’s Largest Teapot, decorated gas pumps, and murals on barns and 

buildings. In essence we saw America. If you add up all of the various alignments of the Lincoln 

Highway you will total over 5,900 miles and need a lifetime to travel each one of those miles 

and see all there is to see.  

The Lincoln Highway is not one continuous coast-to-coast highway but a system of connecting 

highways bearing the name Lincoln Highway or Lincoln Way. Most of the time it follows US 30, 

But it also follows US 40, US 50, and US 93. There are times when the original alignment has 

been buried beneath Interstate 80 and other times when we needed to follow unpaved county 

roads to stay on the true alignment.  
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The Lincoln Highway is not just a road. It is architecture, history, culinary delights, unique 

tourist attractions and most of all people. The road was conceived as a coast-to- coast Highway 

by Carl Fischer and Henry Bourne Joy as a means of connecting people and places and of 

providing a good transcontinental highway to promote automobile travel so they cold sell their 

cars and parts. What they ended up with was a raod to connect Americans with other 

Americans. People in the small towns and hamlets no had access to the big cities like Pittsburg, 

Indianapolis, Chicago, Omaha, and San Francisco. The city dwellers could now see the farm 

lands of Iowa and Nebraska and the flat land farmers could see the mountains of the Sierra 

Nevada and Pacific Ocean at San Francisco.  

The Lincoln Highway promoted business. Filling stations, diners, motels and auto courts sprung 

up all along the highway to offer services to the motorist. The automobile business blossomed 

as road like the Lincoln Highway and Route 66 gave the drivers good roads to travel and see 

the beauty of their country. America was becoming the most mobile nation in the world. Roads 

like the Lincoln Highway were providing the freedom Americans have today to travel where 

they want and when they want.  

Our adventure along the Lincoln Highway was not nearly long enough. I thought I had the 

route planned our well and had done considerable research. It’s one thing to study a map or 

read a book. It’s quite another to experience the journey and learn in the field by talking with 

people along the way and simply observing the conditions on the ground.  

Kathy and I will soon be joining the National Lincoln Highway Association and the California 

chapter. Through these associations we will learn more about this unique highway and be able 

to join the various guided tours they offer each year. These tours are conducted by various 

state chapters with local guide who know each inch of the alignments and all of the history and 

culture that goes along with the highway. 

I guess that in the previous paragraph I have answered the inevitable question, “would you do 

it again?” and the answer is a definite yes. 

I hope you have enjoyed reading these installments about the Lincoln Highway and have 

learned something about this great country we live in. I certainly have enjoyed sharing our 

experiences and photographs with you.  

For previous PDF editions of our Lincoln Highway adventure please click on the Part Number 

shown below. 

Part 1  Part 2,  Part 3,  Part 4,  Part 5,  Part 6, Part 7,  Part 8,  Part 9 
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Donner Summit Bridge (AKA Rainbow Bridge) built in 1928 and restored in 1998. 

Elevation 7,088 feet, the highest point on the Lincoln Highway 

My favorite picture of the day. The photo was taken with a Nikon D700 DSLR with a 

Nikkor 28-300mm f3.5-5.6 VR lens at 38mm at 1/180 sec at f/8.0, ISO 200 

http://www.nikonusa.com/Nikon-Products/Product/Digital-SLR-Cameras/25444/D700.html
http://www.nikonusa.com/Nikon-Products/Product/Camera-Lenses/2191/AF-S-NIKKOR-28-300mm-f%252F3.5-5.6G-ED-VR.html
http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/hb6a51ca#hb6a51ca
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You can view a complete gallery of all the photos I took while traveling the Lincoln 

Highway by clicking here.  When you view one of the photos and it has a hyperlink 

(shown in red) under the caption you can click on it to open a Google Map showing 

the exact location where the photo was taken. When traveling, I always use a GPS 

attachment on my Nikon cameras so I can document the position of each photo. 

If you are having problems viewing this page or the graphics please 

Click Here to view it in your browser or to visit our Photographic Blog 

Click Here. To view my Galleries of Geo-referenced photos from 

around the world Click Here. To view additional galleries Click Here.  

Control (Ctrl) Click on any Photo or Link to open a full-size image in a 

new window or tab. 

You can access an archive of all past editions of the 

Aperture by clicking here. 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? Email us at fhenstridge@henstridgephotography.com  or call 951-679-3530  

To view as a Web Page Click Here.  Please visit our Web Site at http://henstridgephotography.com.  
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