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The Lincoln Highway—Part 1 

The traveler may shed tears as he drives down the shady vista of the Lincoln Highway, or 

dream dreams as he speeds over a sunlit path on the Jefferson Highway, or see noble visions 

as he speeds across an unfolding ribbon that bears the name of Woodrow Wilson. But how in 

the world can a man get a kick out of 46 or 55 or 33 or 21? — Lexington (Ky.) Herald, ca. 1927  

Two years ago my wife and I completed a 10-day road trip along Historic Route 66 from 

Chicago to Los Angeles. After the trip was completed I wrote a series newsletter articles about 

our trip and the history and significance of Route 66. (To access a complete list of the articles 

please click here)  

 

Route 66 runs some 2,248 miles from Chicago to its terminus on Santa Monica Pier in 

California. The route has been glamourized in books, films, TV shows and song. It was John 

Steinbeck who gave Route 66 the name “The Mother Road” in his book the Grapes of Wrath, a 

name that has lasted to this day. In every state Route 66 passes through there are museums 

sponsored by state Route 66 associations along with numerous stores, restaurants and cafes 

selling logoed souvenirs.  

Hundred thousands of visitors from all over the world come to 

drive and explore sections of the route and visit the places made 

famous in books, films and TV shows, places like the Bagdad 

Café, the Blue Whale, and the famous National Route 66 Museum 

in Elk City, Oklahoma. All along the route portions of the original 

route have been preserved against the encroachment of the 

Interstate system. There are classic motels and cafes still doing 

business. There are also abandoned businesses whose owners lost 

the battle to the Interstate highways. The route is well marked 

and easy for a tourist to follow. In essence Route 66 is a national 

treasure.  

One the other hand the Lincoln Highway is not as well known. It 

stretches some 3,389 mile from Times Square in New York City to 

San Francisco. There have been no movies or TV shows made 

about the Lincoln Highway. It is an active road that passes 

through hundreds of small towns in Mid-America.  

The Blue Whale, Catoosa, OK  
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There are very few abandoned businesses. Millions of people use the Lincoln Highway every 

day without giving a thought to its historic significance. As it passes through these small towns 

its name changes to Lincoln Way or Main Street. It is lined with occupied houses, businesses, 

and farms. Yet the Lincoln Highway is also a national treasure. It was this nation’s first 

transcontinental highway linking Atlantic and Pacific Coasts for the motor car. It is “America’s 

Main Street.”  

The Lincoln Highway was not planned or constructed by the federal or state governments. It 

was the brain child of two men, Henry Bourne Joy and Carl Fisher. These two men came from 

vastly differing backgrounds yet they were able to work together towards the establishment of 

the Lincoln Highway Association, the entity that was responsible to creating the Lincoln 

Highway. 

Carl Graham Fisher was born in Greensburg, Indiana, nine years after 

the end of the American Civil War, the son of Albert H. and Ida 

Graham Fisher. Suffering from alcoholism, a problem that would also 

plague Carl later in life, his father left the family when Fisher was a 

child. Suffering from severe astigmatism, it was difficult for Carl to pay 

attention in school, as uncorrected astigmatism can cause headaches 

or eyestrain, and blur vision at all distances. He quit school when he 

was twelve years old to help support his family. 

For the next five years, Fisher held a number of jobs. He worked in a 

grocery and a bookstore, then later he sold newspapers, tobacco, 

candy, and other items on trains departing Indianapolis, a major 

railroad center not far from Greensburg. He opened a bicycle repair 

shop in 1891 with his two brothers. A successful entrepreneur, he 

expanded his business and became involved in bicycle racing and 

later, automobile racing. During his many promotional stunts, he was 

frequently injured on the dirt and loose gravel roadways, leading him 

to become one of the early developers of automotive safety features. 

A highly publicized stunt involved dropping a bicycle from the roof of 

the tallest building in Indianapolis, which brought on a confrontation 

with the police. 

Carl Graham Fisher 

(1874–1939) of Indiana, 

an American automotive 

and real estate 

entrepreneur. photo 

credit U.S. Library of 

Congress, May 1909  

In 1904, Carl Fisher was approached by the owner of a U.S. patent to manufacture acetylene 

headlights. Soon Fisher's firm supplied nearly every headlamp used on automobiles in the 

United States as manufacturing plants were built all over the country to supply the demand. 

The headlight patent made him rich as an automotive parts supplier and led to friendships with 

notable auto magnates. Fisher made millions when he and partner James A. Allison sold their 

Prest-O-Lite automobile headlamp business to Union Carbide in 1913 for $10,000,000 ($230 

million in today’s dollars) 

 Fisher also entered the business of selling automobiles, with his friend Barney Oldfield. The 

Fisher Automobile Company in Indianapolis is considered most likely the first automobile 

dealership in the United States.  



Volume 4, No. 3 The Lincoln Highway—Part 1 Page 3 

The Aperture Newsletter—The Lincoln Highway—Part 1 

Packard Fist Series Twin-Six Touring 1-35, 

1916  

It carried multiple models of Oldsmobile, Reo, Packard, Stoddard-Dayton, Stutz, and others. 

Fisher staged an elaborate publicity stunt in which he attached a hot air balloon to a white 

Stoddard-Dayton automobile and flew the car over downtown Indianapolis. Thousands of peo-

ple observed the spectacle and Fisher triumphantly drove back into town, becoming an instant 

media sensation. Unbeknown to the public, the flying car had its engine removed to lighten the 

load, and several identical cars were driven out to meet it, to allow Fisher to drive back into the 

city. Afterwards, he advertised, "The Stoddard-Dayton was the first automobile to fly over Indi-

anapolis. It should be your first automobile too." Another stunt involved pushing a car off the 

roof of a building and then driving it away, to demonstrate its durability. 

In 1913, foreseeing the automobile's impact on 

American life, Carl Fisher conceived and was instru-

mental in the planning, development, and con-

struction of the Lincoln Highway, the first road 

across America, which connected New York City to 

San Francisco. Fisher estimated the highway; an 

improved, hard-surfaced road stretching almost 

3,400 miles would cost ten million dollars. Fellow 

industrialists Frank Seiberling, of Goodyear Tire 

and Rubber fame and Henry Bourne Joy, of Packard 

Motors helped Fisher with their promotional skills, 

together creating the Lincoln Highway Association. 

Much of the highway was paid for by contributions from automobile manufacturers and 

suppliers, a policy bitterly opposed by Henry Ford. 

Former U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt and Thomas A. Edison, both friends of Fisher, sent 

checks, as well as the current President Woodrow Wilson, who has been noted as the first U.S. 

President to make frequent-use of an automobile for what was described as stress-relief 

relaxation rides. 

In 1919, as World War I was ending, the U.S. Army undertook its first transcontinental motor 

convoy along the Lincoln Highway. One of the young Army officers was Dwight David 

Eisenhower, then a Lt. Colonel, who credited the experience when supporting construction of 

the Interstate Highway System in 1956 when he became President of the United States in 

1952.  

Henry Bourne Joy was born in Detroit in 1864, the son of Michigan Central Railroad president 

James F. Joy. James Joy was involved with the great railroad push to Missouri, and hired 

Abraham Lincoln to assist him with mergers. Henry Joy began his schooling in Michigan, and 

then graduated from Phillips Academy, Andover in 1883 and Yale University in 1892.  

Joy began his career as an office boy with Peninsular Car Company (a Detroit company 

controlled by his father), working his way up to becoming assistant treasurer. He left to try his 

hand at mining in Utah, but returned to Detroit to become treasurer (and later director) of the 

Fort Street Union Depot Company  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Packard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan_Central_Railroad
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Joy also held various positions at the Detroit Union Railroad 

Station and Depot Company (treasurer, vice president, president, 

and director), becoming president after his father's death in 1896. 

He was later treasurer and director of the Peninsular Sugar 

Refining Company.  

In 1892, Joy married Helen Hall Newberry. During the Spanish-

American War, Joy served aboard the USS Yosemite as chief 

boatswain's mate. Later, during World War I, Joy served in the US 

Army Signal Corps, entering as a Captain and leaving as a 

Lieutenant Colonel 

In 1902, on a trip to New York City, Joy happened to see two 

Packards chase down a horse-drawn fire wagon. Intrigued, Joy 

bought the only Packard available in the city. Joy loved the car, 

and, impressed by its reliability, he visited James Ward Packard at 

his Warren, Ohio headquarters. Packard told him he and his 

brother William Dowd Packard needed more capital. Joy enlisted a 

group of investors that included his brother-in-law, Truman Handy 

Newberry. On October 2, 1902, the Ohio Automobile Company 

became Packard Motor Car Company, with Joy's investors 

obtaining majority ownership. 

Henry Bourne Joy (November 

23, 1864 – November 6, 

1936) was President of the 

Packard Motor Car Company, 

and a major developer of 

automotive activities as well 

as being a social activist.  

The company moved to Detroit, where Joy engaged Albert Kahn, then a young architect with 

novel ideas, to design and build the world’s first reinforced concrete factory on East Grand 

Boulevard. The company prospered under Joy's leadership; he became the president in 1909 

and chairman of the board in 1916. 

During this time, Packard gained a reputation for technology and luxury. Joy steered Packard 

into innovative motor truck developments, and the creation of a V-12 engine. At the outbreak 

of WWI, Joy began investigating airplane engines with Packard engineers, a research program 

that culminated in the renowned Liberty Motor. Joy served at Packard until 1926 (with a tem-

porary interruption to serve in WWI). 

His belief that the national prohibition of alcohol would lead to a safer, healthier and better so-

ciety led him to be very active in the Anti-Saloon League. However, after the social experiment 

was implemented he saw first-hand some of its negative consequences. For example, Treasury 

agents twice came onto his land and destroyed the property of his elderly watchman looking 

for illegal alcohol. Then a fisherman boating near Joy's house was fatally shot by an agent be-

cause he couldn't hear over the noise of his motor the demand of the agent that he stop and 

be searched for contraband beverage. Joy's testimony to the United States Congress contribut-

ed to the success of the movement for the repeal of prohibition in 1933. 

In 1913, Joy became one of the principal organizers and president of the Lincoln Highway As-

sociation, a group dedicated to building a concrete road from New York to San Francisco.  
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Memorial plaques to Henry Bourne Joy at 

the Continental Divide near Rawlins, WY  

The effort, which was heavily promoted by his vice 

president, Carl Graham Fisher, succeeded, and a 

monument to Joy along the Lincoln Highway at the 

Continental Divide was dedicated on July 2, 1939. In 

2001, this monument was moved to a more accessi-

ble location west of Cheyenne, Wyoming. His great-

grandson, Henry Bourne Joy IV, is a film maker, 

drives on the PRO-Rally circuit and is a life member 

of the revived Lincoln Highway Association. 

In 1912, there were almost no good roads to speak 

of in the United States. The relatively few miles of 

improved road were only around towns and cities.  

A road was "improved" if it was graded; one was lucky to have gravel or brick. Asphalt and 

concrete were yet to come. Most of the 2.5 million miles of roads were just dirt: bumpy and 

dusty in dry weather, impassable in wet weather. Worse yet, the roads didn't really lead any-

where. They spread out aimlessly from the center of the settlement. To get from one settle-

ment to another, it was much easier to take the train. 

Carl Fisher recognized this situation, and an idea started to take hold. Fisher was a man of ide-

as. As soon as he thought of a project and got it started, he would grow restless and start on 

another one. His Indianapolis Motor Speedway was a success, especially after he paved it with 

brick and started the Indianapolis 500, and he would later turn a swamp into one of the great-

est beach resorts: Miami Beach, Florida. However, in 1912, he dreamed of another grand idea: 

a highway spanning the continent, from coast to coast. 

He called his idea the Coast-to-Coast Rock Highway. 

The graveled road would cost about ten million dollars, 

low even for 1912. Communities along the route would 

provide the equipment and in return would receive free 

materials and a place along America's first 

transcontinental highway. The highway would be 

finished in time for the 1915 Panama-Pacific Exposition 

and would run from the exposition's host, San 

Francisco, to New York City.  

To fund this scheme, he asked for cash donations from 

auto manufacturers and accessory companies of 1 

percent of their revenues. The public could become 

members of the highway organization for five dollars. 

Early Indianapolis Motor Speedway photo 

U.S. Library of Congress  

Fisher knew that success of the ten-million dollar fund would depend on the support of Henry 

Ford. Unfortunately, even after many persuasive attempts by friends and close associates, Ford 

would not support the project. The public would never learn to fund good roads if private in-

dustry did it for them, he reasoned. This put the fund in jeopardy; there would not be enough 

time or money to finish the highway by the exposition in 1915. 

http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h3d2b4add#h3d2b4add
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However, now that the country had become so enthusiastic about the highway, Fisher would 

not give up. Two men from the automobile industry who pledged money to Fisher's idea would 

later play major roles in the highway's development: Frank Seiberling, president of Goodyear, 

and Henry Joy, president of the Packard Motor Car Company. 

Henry Joy came up with the idea of naming the highway after Abraham Lincoln. He wrote 

Fisher urging him to write a letter of protest to Congress, which was considering spending $1.7 

million on a marble memorial to Lincoln. Joy thought a good road across the country would be 

a better tribute to the president. The name "Lincoln" captured Fisher's fancy; he realized it 

would give great patriotic appeal to the highway. Fisher asked Joy if he wanted to be involved 

directly with the highway project. At first, Joy was hesitant, but soon he wholeheartedly 

supported the project and became the primary spokesman for the highway. 

It was men like Fisher, Joy, and Seiberling who 

were visionary entrepreneurs who conceived and 

obtained the financing for the construction of the 

Lincoln Highway. They believed in the future of the 

automobile as the preferred mode of transport for 

the American people. They saw the automobile as 

offering Americans inexpensive, efficient, and 

pleasurable means of transportation and the 

delivery of goods and services. They believed that 

the automobile offered Americans a freedom of 

movement we so covet to this day. They also 

knew that to sell more automobiles the nation 

needed driveable and defined roads that would 

open the nation’s beauty for all to see and enjoy. 

Lincoln Highway scene in New Jersey photo 

U.S. Library of Congress  

In my next edition of the newsletter I will cover the selection of the route the construction, and 

the marking of the Lincoln Highway. 

You can view a complete gallery of all the photos I took while traveling the Lincoln 

Highway by clicking here.  When you view one of the photos and it has a hyperlink 

(shown in red) under the caption you can click on it to open a Google Map showing 

the exact location where the photo was taken. When traveling, I always use a GPS 

attachment on my Nikon cameras so I can document the position of each photo. 

For additional PDF editions of our Lincoln Highway adventure please click on the Part Number 

shown below. 

Part 2,  Part 3,  Part 4,  Part 5,  Part 6, Part 7,  Part 8,  Part 9  Part 10 
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http://henstridgephotography.com/Newsletter%20PDF%20Files/FHP%20Newsletter_Vol%204%20No%206.pdf
http://henstridgephotography.com/Newsletter%20PDF%20Files/FHP%20Newsletter_Vol%204%20No%207.pdf
http://henstridgephotography.com/Newsletter%20PDF%20Files/FHP%20Newsletter_Vol%204%20No%208.pdf
http://henstridgephotography.com/Newsletter%20PDF%20Files/FHP%20Newsletter_Vol%204%20No%209.pdf
http://henstridgephotography.com/Newsletter%20PDF%20Files/FHP%20Newsletter_Vol%204%20No%2010.pdf
http://henstridgephotography.com/Newsletter%20PDF%20Files/FHP%20Newsletter_Vol%204%20No%2011.pdf
http://henstridgephotography.com/Newsletter%20PDF%20Files/FHP%20Newsletter_Vol%204%20No%2012.pdf
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If you are having problems viewing this page or the graphics please 

Click Here to view it in your browser or to visit our Photographic Blog 

Click Here. To view my Galleries of Geo-referenced photos from 

around the world Click Here. To view additional galleries Click Here.  

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? Email us at fhenstridge@henstridgephotography.com  or call 951-679-3530  

To view as a Web Page Click Here.  Please visit our Web Site at http://henstridgephotography.com.  
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Control (Ctrl) Click on any Photo or Link to open a full-size image in a 
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I have added an archive of all past editions of the Aperture. 

You can access this archive by clicking here. 
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