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The Lincoln Highway—Part 3 

“In preparing for battle I have always found that plans are useless, but planning is 

indispensable.” — Dwight D. Eisenhower  

I began thinking of making a road trip along the historic Lincoln Highway about one year ago. 

Kathy and I had talked about taking this trip right after we completed our road trip along Route 

66, but other things like a few cruises took first place. Last year we decided to plan to make 

the trip this October as we thought the weather would be the most favorable. We did not want 

to go in spring as we would be traveling through tornado alley and summer would be to hot 

and humid. Winter was out for obvious reasons. Autumn would be our best bet and we were 

looking forward to seeing some great fall colors, which we did. 

I began serious planning in May. This planning took the form of searching the Internet for 

everything I could find on the Lincoln Highway. I found a plethora of disjointed information 

about the planning and construction of the highway, but I did find some good maps. The best 

mapping tool I found was an overlay for the DeLorme Street Atlas that was created by the 

Lincoln Highway Association. This overlay or layer comes in two versions. One is a layer with 

colored lines designating the various routes the Lincoln Highway occupied from 1913. 
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One is a layer with colored lines designating the various routes the Lincoln Highway occupied 

from 1913. The second version is the same colored line layer, but map tags have been added 

denoting all of the many points of interest and historic markers along the route.  

Once I received this software and loaded it into my PC and Laptop I began studying the route 

on my computer. I also used Google Earth to virtually drive the entire route. Once I had 

determined our route I printed the map on 11x17 tabloid paper and put all of the sheets in a 

binder separated by states. This would be our guide book for driving the Lincoln Highway. 

We did not begin our trip along the Lincoln Highway in Times Square, New York City for two 

reasons. The first reason is that we did not want to drive to New York City and the second is 

that we would be driving a giant circle route. We would be driving north from our home in 

Southern California north along historic US 395 through California, Oregon, and Washington to 

the Canadian border. We would then drive east along the Trans-Canada Highway though British 

Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and Ontario where we would swing south back to 

the United States, crossing the border at Prescott, Ontario over the Prescott Ogdenburg 

International Bridge to Watertown, New York. From Watertown we drove to Cicero, near 

Syracuse, where we would spend a day and night with Kathy’s niece and her husband Vic. 

After our visit with Vic and Cindy we traveled south on I-81 to York, Pennsylvania where we 

would spend the night and begin our drive west on the Lincoln Highway the following day.  

Day 1 Traveling the Lincoln Highway. 

York, known as the White Rose City (after the symbol of the House of York), is a city located in 

York County, Pennsylvania. York, also known as Yorktown in the mid-18th to early 19th 

century, was founded in 1741 by settlers from the Philadelphia region, and named for the 

English city of the same name. By 1777, most of the area residents were of either German or 

Scotch-Irish descent. York was incorporated as a borough on September 24, 1787, and as a 

city on January 11, 1887. During the American Revolutionary War (1775–1783), York served as 

the temporary capital of the Continental Congress. The Articles of Confederation were drafted 

and adopted in York, though they would not be ratified until March of 1781. 

York styles itself the first Capital of the United States, although historians generally consider it 

to be the fourth capital, after Philadelphia, Baltimore and Lancaster. The claim arises from the 

assertion that the Articles of Confederation was the first legal document to refer to the colonies 

as "the United States of America". The argument depends on whether the Declaration of 

Independence, which also uses the term, would be considered a true legal document of the 

United States, being drafted under and in opposition to British rule. York is also the home of the 

Stauffer Biscuit Company (owned by Meiji Seika of Japan since February 2004) and has 

produced animal crackers since 1871. Just north of York is one of only four Starbucks roasting 

facilities in the world. That first night we stayed a Super-8 Motel and had a great diner at the 

Round the Clock Diner. 

Our plan for this first day was to travel the Lincoln Highway from York to Greensburg, PA a 

distance of about 180 miles. We wanted to take it slow on this first day as we did not know how 

what to expect in road conditions, traffic and problems locating points of interest along the 

route.  

http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p463664547/h2c6d5ea8#h2c6d5ea8
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Lincoln Highway roadside sign 

courtesy of the Pennsylvania 

Deportment of Transportation  

The weather was perfect and for the most part we were on 

US 30. The first POI we came upon was a decorated gas 

pump in front of the Aero Services Plant just to the east of 

New Oxford, PA. We would see many more of these 

decorated pumps along the route in Pennsylvania. Evidently 

this is one of he ways the people of the Keystone State 

mark the route of the Lincoln Highway. The other way they 

mark the route is with numerous roadside signs  telling you 

that you are traveling the Lincoln Highway. This is a much 

appreciated feature from the Pennsylvania Department of 

Transportation.  

Our next stop was just west of the gas pump at the New 

Oxford traffic circle and town square to view the historic 

marker and get a cup of coffee. The historic marker 

commemorated the 1928 event of the Boy Scouts planting 

3,000 Lincoln Highway Markers.  

New Oxford is a borough in Adams County, Pennsylvania. 

The population was 1,783 at the 2010 census. Within New 

Oxford there are several large manufacturing plants.  

Among these are Winter Gardens, which manufactures products such as chicken salad; Yazoo 

Mills, which manufactures paper products; Pilgrim's Pride, which processes turkeys; and Aero 

Energy, which refurbishes propane and C02 containers for Blue Rhino. You can learn more 

about New Oxford by clicking here. The town square was all decked out for Halloween and the 

coffee we got from the little corner café was good.  

This is good time to mention something about the links shown in this article. Most of the links 

will take you to photos of the subject I am referring to. When you click on the link a photo from 

my gallery will display. When you see the photo you will notice a caption in the upper right 

describing some fact about the photo. Under the caption is a hyperlink shown in red that when 

clicked will take you to the location of the photo in Google Maps. Every photo in the gallery is 

geo-tagged. 

All of the cameras I used on this trip were equipped with a GPS receiver. I had small GPS units 

attached to the hot shoe on my Nikon D700 and Nikon D300. The Nikon P6000, which was used 

for all of the shots out of the front window of the vehicle, has a built in GPS. This is the camera 

Kathy used to get all of our road shots while traveling the route. As the Chinese philosopher 

Confucius said; ―a picture is worth a thousand words.‖  

Our next stop along the Lincoln Highway was the famous Civil War town of Gettysburg. 

Gettysburg is a borough that is the county seat, part of the Gettysburg Battlefield, and the 

eponym for the 1863 Battle of Gettysburg. The town hosts visitors to the Gettysburg National 

Military Park and has 3 institutions of higher learning: Lutheran Theological Seminary, 

Gettysburg College, and Harrisburg Area Community College.  
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Buildings lining Gettysburg Town 

Square 

Original Lincoln 

Highway Concrete 

Marker 

Many roads radiate from Gettysburg, providing hub-like 

access to Washington, D.C. 75 miles, Baltimore 55 miles, 

Harrisburg 37 miles, Carlisle 27 miles, Frederick and 

Hagerstown, Maryland 32 miles, and Hanover, Pennsylva-

nia 14 miles. York is 30 miles east on the Lincoln Highway 

(U.S. Route 30) and Chambersburg is 25 miles west on 

the Lincoln Highway. 

The Lincoln Highway runs along the most northern edge of 

the Gettysburg Battlefield and there are several memorials 

to the battle in the form of statues, canons, and painted 

gas pumps. The town square is very attractive with its old 

clock, statue of Abraham Lincoln with a present day man 

holding the Gettysburg Address, and painted wall murals. 

We would see many more painted murals along the Lin-

coln Highway.  

Traveling west along US Route 30 (the Lincoln Highway) 

we made our first deviation to what is known as the Old 

Lincoln Highway though the pleasant hamlet of Cashtown 

with its famous inn dating back to 1797. In 1863 during 

the Civil War, General Robert E. Lee and the Army of 

Northern Virginia passed through Cashtown on its way to  

Gettysburg, and a few generals made their headquarters at the Cashtown Inn during the battle. 

After Lee's failure to defeat General Meade and the Army of the Potomac at the Battle of 

Gettysburg (July 1–3), Lee once again passed through Cashtown during the early morning 

hours of July 4, 1863 in heavy rain in his retreat to Virginia.  

After driving several miles along the Old Lincoln Highway for several miles we rejoined the 

newer alignment of the road and US 30. A few miles further we spotted another mural on a 

barn by a fruit stand neat St. Thomas, PA and stopped for photos and apples.  

It was in the little village of Fort Loudon, PA on the Old Lincoln Highway 

we found our first original Lincoln Highway Marker, one of the markers 

placed in 1928 by the Boy Scouts. I felt this was quite an 

accomplishment to find one of these markers as so many have been 

destroyed or stolen for souvenirs.  

As we traveled west along the Lincoln Highway we passed through the 

small villages and rural farm lands of Pennsylvania. The farms and 

houses were well kept and the bucolic scenery was very enjoyable and 

photogenic.  

The next major city we passed through was Bedford, Pennsylvania, 

Originally called Raystown, Bedford was settled about 1751 and laid out 

in 1766. Bedford was incorporated on March 13, 1795. For many years it 

was an important frontier military post.  
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Plaque in front of the historic 

Espy House 

The Espy House in Bedford is notable for having been the headquarters of George Washington 

and his force of 13,000 while putting down the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794, which had started 

around the Jean Bonnet Tavern. 

In 1758 the British Army came to Raystown to set up a fort. The fort was named Fort Bedford, 

for the politically powerful Duke of Bedford in England. Some believe this is how the town later 

got its name. Fort Bedford was built as one of the many British Army stepping stones through 

the state leading to the forks of the Ohio River; the other side of the forks was dominated by 

Indians. The British used the fort to drive out the French to ensure the new continent would be 

English-speaking. The fort was later a safe house for settlers escaping Indian raids. Fort 

Bedford was ―liberated‖ ten years before the Revolution by American rebels, James Smith's 

Black Boys, and was the first fort taken from the British. The fort later collapsed and was 

reconstructed in 1958. 

George Washington marched his army to Bedford in 1794 to 

subdue the Whiskey Rebellion. There was much more at stake 

than quieting the uprising of rebels angered by a tax on whiskey; 

Washington felt the constitution itself was at risk. The rebellion 

mainly consisted of farmers who learned they could earn more 

selling whiskey instead of grain. The Rebellion spread fast and 

when it reached Pittsburgh they almost burnt the city to the 

ground. Anarchy was on its way; the British and French watched 

every move hoping they could come back and take over. 

Washington knew he had to act and make a statement; the laws 

of America would be obeyed. 12,950 militiamen were called to 

Bedford leaving the rebels without many choices. One historian 

later stated, ―It was at Bedford that the new federal government 

was finally to establish itself as sovereign in its own time and 

place. 

Bedford, at one time, was famous for its medicinal springs. There is a mineral spring, a 

chalybeate spring, a limestone spring, a sulfur spring and two sweet springs. In the year 1804, 

a mechanic from Bedford, Jacob Fletcher, drank some of the water. The rheumatic pains and 

ulcers he had been suffering from troubled him less that night. From then on he often drank 

from the spring and soaked his limbs in the water. In a few weeks he was entirely cured. News 

spread and the ―healing springs‖ quickly became popular. 

The finding of the curative springs led Dr. John Anderson to purchase the nearby land and build 

a spa in 1804. Due to the lack of medicines in that time, people from great distances flocked to 

the hotel in search of a cure for their illness. The Bedford Springs Hotel was the first place in 

America to have an Olympic sized pool. President James Buchanan also made it his ―summer 

White House‖. While Buchanan was there the first trans-Atlantic cable message was sent to his 

room from Queen Victoria on August 17, 1858. The hotel, in 1855, also housed the only 

Supreme Court hearing ever to be held outside of the capital. 

 

http://fhenstridge.zenfolio.com/p561893589/h1a55b805#h1a55b805
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Flowers in the wall at the Flight 93 

Memorial 

Looking east along the Lincoln Highway 

near Central City, PA 

Chalybeate Springs Hotel, along with the nearby Bedford Springs Hotel, were popular resorts 

during the 19th century among the wealthy. President James Buchanan used Bedford Springs 

as his summer White House. Other notable visitors to Bedford Springs included William Henry 

Harrison, James Polk, Zachary Taylor, and Thaddeus Stevens. Rutherford B. Hayes, and 

Benjamin Harrison visited Chalybeate Springs Hotel, as did many other notable people. 

On our way out of Bedford we made a stop Dunkle's Gulf 

Station, a 1933 art deco full service station in town. This 

station is a real throwback to the heyday of the Lincoln 

Highway. 

 

Farther down the Lincoln Highway we had to stop at 

another barn mural and a very photogenic scene along 

the Lincoln Highway near Schellsburg, PA. It is scenes 

like this that really get me excited about road trips 

across Middle America. Along with the mural and road 

scene there was also one of those painted gas pumps 

and historic marker.  

Our final stop along the Lincoln Highway was the memorial to the victims of United Flight 93 

near Stoystown, PA. This stop would take several hours and is the reason we traveled such a 

short distance on this day.  

The Flight 93 Memorial is still undergoing construction activity and the parking lot was not 

complete. We had to take a bus to the entrance to the memorial and then walk about a half 

mile to the actual wall of names.  

The memorial was dedicated on September 11, 2011, ten years after the actual crash of flight 

93 when several heroic passengers took over the flight from the Islamic hijackers who wanted 

to crash the plane into either the Capitol Building or the White House. Todd Beamer and Mark 

Bingham are the two the most published. There were 38 other passengers on the plane that 

crashed into this remote field in Pennsylvania. 

The memorial consists of a wall of names similar to the 

Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C. and a mass grave 

where the remains of the victims are buried with a 5-ton 

boulder marking the grave site. It is a simple memorial 

operated by the National Park Service with a few exhibits 

at the entrance. Within a few years there will be an 

information center and better facilities than there are now. 

My hope is that the Park Service does not dilute the full 

story of what happened on 9/11 with political correctness 

and sticks to the facts. 
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On our way Greensburg and our Super-8 motel we passed the location where Frederick 

Duesenberg crashed his supercharged model J into a mountainside. On July 2, 1932, 

Duesenberg was driving his Duesenberg on a wet Lincoln Highway on Ligonier Mountain near 

Jennerstown, Pennsylvania when his automobile overturned, apparently at high speed. Mr. 

Duesenberg was expected to fully recover from the spinal injury and dislocation of the shoulder 

when pleural pneumonia developed. An oxygen tank brought from Pittsburgh was employed 

and he again was thought out of danger. On July 25, he suffered a relapse and died. His wife 

and son were with him at the end. The Duesenberg was the first American car to win the 

famous Grand Prix at Le Mans, France, in 1921. 

In the next part I will cover out trip along the Lincoln Highway from Greensburg, PA to 

Mansfield, Ohio.  

You can view a complete gallery of all the photos I took while traveling the Lincoln 

Highway by clicking here.  When you view one of the photos and it has a hyperlink 

(shown in red) under the caption you can click on it to open a Google Map showing 

the exact location where the photo was taken. When traveling, I always use a GPS 

attachment on my Nikon cameras so I can document the position of each photo. 

If you are having problems viewing this page or the graphics please 

Click Here to view it in your browser or to visit our Photographic Blog 

Click Here. To view my Galleries of Geo-referenced photos from 

around the world Click Here. To view additional galleries Click Here.  

Control (Ctrl) Click on any Photo or Link to open a full-size image in a 

new window or tab. 

You can access an archive of all past editions of the 

Aperture by clicking here. 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? Email us at fhenstridge@henstridgephotography.com  or call 951-679-3530  

To view as a Web Page Click Here.  Please visit our Web Site at http://henstridgephotography.com.  
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